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THIS work, the author remarks in his preface, “ was occafioned 
by obferving feveral perfons, of whom he had formerly entertained 
a favourable opinion, and with whom he had walked in Chriftian fel- 
lowfhip, having fallen, either from the doétrine, or practice, of pute 
religion. . A» view -of-their unhappy condition, made a deep im- 
Preffion upon his mind. If he has been enabled to defcribe the caf 
of a Backflider to any good purpofe, it has been chiefly owing to this 


itten with a fpecial 


circumftance.- He hopes that, though it was wr 
eye to a few, it may yet be ufeful to many.” 
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CLODED BWELYES 
ie Praétical Ufes of Chriflian Baptifm. 
Sil 
- ds 
or y) THE 3 
A MINASTERS and MESSENGERS of the SEVERAL 
Baptit Churches 
OF THE 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Affembled at Northampton, June 15, 16, 1802; 


Maintaining the important do@rines of thr equal*perfons in the 
Godhead ; eternal and perfonal election ; original fin; particular re- 
demption ; free jultification by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift ; ef- 
ficacious grace in regeneration 5 the final perfeverance of real believers ; 
the refurreétion of the dead ; the future judgment ; the eternal happi- 
nefs of the righteous; and everlalting mifery of fuch as die impenitent ; 
with the congregational order of the Churches, inviolably : 

Te the feveral Churches they reprefent, or from which they bave received Letters + 
Meeting at Lo/coe, Derbythire, Sutton-Ajhfeld, and Notting Notting- 

hamlhire ; Sheep/bead, Leicefler, Sution-in-the-Elms, Arnfoy, and Foxton, 

Leicelterfhire ; Oakham, Rutland ; Spalding, Lincolathire ; Gretion, 

Clipflone, Guilfborough, Braunflon, Walgrave, Katering, Moulton, 

Northampton, and Road, Northamptonthire; Olney, Buckinghambhire ; 

Thorne, Bedfordthire ; St. Albans, Hertfordthire; Sobain, bridge- 

fhire ; and Burton-upon-Trent, Staffordthire. 


é 
Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from 
Jefus.Chrift our Lord ! ' 


BELOVED BRETHREN; 


UNDER divine protection we held our annual 
meeting at the time and place appointed, and hope we 
enjoyed communion with God, and with his faints. From 
tie contents of your Letters it appears that there has been 
no great _increafe in the churches this year, in regard of 
numbers ; but we are happy to find that in other refpeéts 
there is caufe for thankfulnefs. Excepting two or three 
of the churches, which are in a low afili@ed ftate, the reft 
of them are dwelling in peace, and wa!king in the fear of 
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the Lord 3 and one* of them, which had been diffolved, 
38 Now revived, and again» admitted to fellowfhip with us 

In connexion with our latt General Letter, and agree- 
ably to the appointment mage at the yearly meeting, we 
how addrefs you, dear brethren, an a fubjeét, not only of 
feneral intereft, but which more immediately relates to 
that folemn profeflion which you have made of Chriftianity; 
namely, THe PRACTICAL USES OF THE ORDINANCE OF 
Baptism. 

That. Chriftian baptifm is properly adminiftered only 
by immerfion, and to thofe who make a credible profefon 
of faith in Chrift. it is no part of our prefent defign to 
prove, Addzeft ourfelves to you, we fhall take each 


of thefe particulars for granted. The fole objec to which 

we Now requeft your attention, is, The influence of this 
(where it produces its proper effects) in pro- 

ty in individuals, and purity in the church. 

. _ re 1s No part of true religion that is merely fpeculé- 

tive : the whole is defigned and adapted to fanctify the 

foul. We may prefume, therefore, that if baptifm be an 


ordinance, 
moting pie 


chante of God, and of perpetual obligation in the 
church, it is of importance to Chriftian practice. 

But it is not on prefumptive evidence that we wifh to’ 
reft the improvement of this inftitution, any more than 
the inftitution itfelf : neither fhall we go about to connec& 
with it acknowledged duties by imaginary alliances ; but 
fhall confine ourfelves to thofe ules of the ordinance which 
are actually made, or fuggefted, in the New-Teftament. 
We could addrefs many things to Parents, and things of 
importanée too, on brin ing up their children in ‘the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord : we could alfo urge 
it upon the children of believers, that they were cait 
upon the Lord from their earlicft infancy : but as we 
find nothing of this kind in the {criptures connefed vith 
baptifm, however important. thefe things would be ih 
their place, they would be altogether irrelevant while 
treating on this ordinance. 


a 
* The Church at Burton-upon-Trent. 
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Baptifm is a divine inftitution pertaining to the kingdom 
of the Meffiah, or the gofpel difpenfation. John received 
it ** from heaven,” and adminiltered it to-the Jews, who, 
on his proclaiming that “ the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand,” confeffed their fins. Jefus gave fanction to it by 
his example ; and after his refurrection, when all power 
in heaven and earth was committed to him, confirmed, 
and extended: it to believers of all nations. Whatever 
circumftantial differences there might be therefore, 
between the baptifin of John and that of Chrift, they 
were fubftantially the fame. ‘There were things in former 
ages which bore a refemblance to it ; as, the falvation of 
Noah and his family in the ark, the paflage of the Ifrael- 
ites through the fea, divers wathings or bathings prefcribed 
by the Mofaic ritual, &c. ; but the thing itfelf exifted not, 
ull it was revealed to the immediate forerunner of Chrift. 

‘The principal defign of it appears to be, 4 /olemn and 
practical profeffion of the Chriftian religion. Such was the 
baptifm of John, who “ faid unto the’ people, that they 
fhould believe on him who fhould:come after hini-;" that 
is, on Chrift Jefus.” And. fuch was that in the times of 
the apoftles. Paul, addrefling himfelf to ‘the churches in 
Galatia, who, after having profefied to believe in Chrift; 
cleaved to the Mofaic law asa medium of juftification, 
thus {peaks : “ The law was our fchoolmafter to bring 
us to Chrift, that we might be juttified by faith: but 
after that faith is come, we are no longer under a fchool- 
mafter. For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Chriit Jefus. For as many of you as' bave been paptized 
into Chrifty have Put on Cririst.” The allufion is to 
the putting on of apparel ;.as’ when one that enters intd 
the fervice of a prince, puts on his diftinguithing~attire : 
and the defign of the facred writer is to remind thofe of 
them who had _ before profeffed the Jewith religion, rhat 
by a folemn a@ of their own they had, as it were, put off 

ofes, and put on Chrift. There is a putting on of 
Chrift which is internal, and confilts in’ relinquithing the 
former lufts, and b “ag of the mind of sChrilt*; but that 


* Romans xiii, 14. 
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ppears to be an open’ proféffion of 
1€ renouncing of every thing that ftood m 
competition with him. It was therefore true of “ 28 
many as had been baptized,’ whether they abode in the 
truth or not. And even their being ‘* the children of 
God by faith in Chrift Jefus,” feems to exprefs what 
they were ih profeflion, rather than what they were in fact. 
‘they had by their baptifm difowned all dependence om 
the privileges of birth, and the adoption which pertained 
to them as the children of Abraham ; declared theif 
acquiefcence in that power, or privilege, to become the 
fons of..God, which the gofpel imparts to them that 
believe. The mention of this was: perfectly in point, as 
it. greatly, heightened. the evil of their. defe@tion. The 
amount is, That .as-many as were baptized in the primitive 
OSes Were voluntary, agents, and fubmitted to this ordinance 
Sor the purpofe of making-a_folemn and praétical profeffion of 
the Chriftian faith. It. was their oath of allegiance to the 
King of Zion ; that by which they avowed the Lord ta 
beitheir God, Hence’ a rejection .of it involved “a Te- 
jection ‘of the counfel of God*.” The fin of the pharifees 
and lawyers confifted* not in their refufing to fubmit-t0 _ 
baptifm as unbelievers > but in not embracing the Mefliab, 
and fo» putting on the badge of his profeflion. ‘Their 
rejection of the fign was juftly conftrued ‘as a rejection of 
the thing fignified; as when as rebel refufes to take the 
oath of allegiance, it is conftrued as a refufal of fubmiflion 
and fubjection to his rightful prince. 

\ Such, brethren, is, the profeflion we have made. We 
have not only declared in words, our repentance towards 
God,and faith towards our Lord Jefus Ghrift; but have 
faid thefame things| by our baptifm. We have folemnly 
furrendered-ourfelves-up to Chrift, taking him to be out 
prophet, prieft, and king ; engaging to receive his doc- 
trine, to rely on bis atonement, and to obey his laws 
‘fhe vows of God.are upan us. We have even fworn to 
keep his) righteous judgments ; and, without violating w. 
the oath of God,)caniiot go back. If it be a fin not.te 


which js referred to a 
his name, to the 


* Luke vii. 30. 
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confefs the Lord Jefus, through fear or fhame, it isa ftill 
greater fin after we have confefled him,-to turn from the 
holy commandment. . 

The religion of Jefus confifts partly of truths to be 
believed, and partly of precepis to be obeyed ; and the 
ordinance of baptifm furnifhes motives for a faithful 
adherence to both. 

We have becn baptized “ in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ;” and have thus 
practically avowed our belief in them. It was at Jordan 
that the Father bore witnefs to his well-beloved Son and 
that the Holy Spirit defcended upon him ; hither, there- 
fore, in the early ages men were directed to repair, that 
they might learnthe do@rine of the Trinity. If we 
relinquith this doctrine, we virtually relinquith our baptifm. 
Of this there need not be a more convincing proof than 
the inclination which has been difcovered by thofe who 
have renounced the doétrine, to difufe the form of bap- 
tizing in the name of the facred Three. 

We have alfo profeffed by our baptifm to embrace that 
great falvation which is accomplifhed by the united influ- 
ence of the facred Three. We have in effect declared 
our acquiefcence in the freenefs of the Father’s grace, in 
the all-fuflicient atonement of the Son, and in the fanéti- 
fying influence of the Holy Spirit : for thefe are the 
principal things by which, in the New-Teftament unt 
of the economy of grace, each is diftinguifhed. Nor 
can we renounce them, without virtually renouncing our 
baptifm. 

The immerfion of the body in water, which isa purify- 
ing element, contains a profeffion of our faith in Chrift, 
through the fhedding of whofe blood we are cleanfed 
from all fin., Hence, baptifm in the name of Chrift is faid 
to be * for the remiffion of fins.”"* Not that there is any 
fuch virtue in the element, whatever be the quantity 5 nor 
in the ceremony, though of divine appointment : but it 
contains a_/izn of the way in which we mult be faved. 
Sin is wafhed away in baptifm in the fame fenfe as Chrilt’s 


* Aas ii. 38. xxi. 16. 


8 

flefh is eaten, and his blood drank, in the Lord’s fupper # 
the fign when rightly ufed, leads to the thing fignified. 
Remiffion of fins js afcribed, by Peter, not properly to 
baptifm ; but to the name in which the parties were to be 
baptized. Thus alfo Saul was direéted to “ qwafh away bis 
Sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Nearly akin to this 
is the idea conveyed to usin the firft epiftle of Peter : “ The 
long-fuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while 
the ark was Preparing, wherein few, that is, eight fouls 
were faved by water. The like figure whereunto baptifm 
doth now fave us, (not the putting away of the filth of 
the flefh, but the anfwer of a good confcience towards 
God) by the refurreétion of Jefus Chrift.** The falva- 
tion of Noah and his family by the ark was a figure of 
our {alvation by the death and refurre@ion of Jefus Chrift. 
The ark for a time was furrounded, as it were, with 
waters from above, and from beneath: but it furvived 
its trial, and thofe who were in it were at length brought © 
fafe to land. Chrift ‘alfo for a time fuftained the deluge 
of wrath due to our fins ; but furvived the trial, rifing 
triumphantly from the dead, and thereby faved us from 
everlafting death. Of this great tranfaction baptifm is 
alike figure. It is another fign of the fame thing. Thé 
refemblance of baptifm by immerfion to the death and 
refurrection of Chrift, and the fuitablenefs of one to fig: 
nify our faith in the other, are manifeft. It is thus that 
baptifm doth now fave us: not as putting away the filth 
of the fleth ; (for all the virtue contained in the ordinancé 
itfelf is ** the anfwer of a good confcience toward God”) 
but as affording a fign of our falvation by the victorious 
refurrection of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

And as we are taught by our baptifm to adhere to the 
do&trine of God our Saviour, fo we are furnifhed with 
motives to adorn it by a daly converfation. Thus it ig 
introduced in the epiftles to the Romans and Colof. 
fans as a fign of our being dead, and buried, to the 


* t Pet. iii. 20, 21, 
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principles and purfuits of the prefent world ; and, by faith 
in Chrift, raiféd as into a new world.* The death of 
. Chrift is emphatically mentioned as that into which we 
are baptized—‘ Know ye not, that fo many of us as 
were baptized into Jefus Chrift, were baptized into his 
death ? ‘Therefore, we are buried with him by baptifm 
into death ; that like as Chrift died, and was raifed up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even fo we 
alfo fhould walk in newnefs of life.” Chrift’s dying for 
fin afforded a moft powerful motive for our dying to it 
and the immerfion of the body in baptifm, being “ in the 
likenefs” of the former, furnifhes an additional motive 
. to the latter, . | 

The leading idea fuggefted by a death and burial feems 
to be that of /eparation fron; the world. There is no greater 
line of feparation than that which is drawn between the 
dead and the living. The dead know not any thing ; and 
have no portion in all that is done under the fun. Such 
is the line which is drawn by the faith of the operation of 
God, between the world renewed and the world de- 
praved ; of which, baptifim is the appointed fign. ITE, after 
this, we are found among evil doers, we may well be 
confidered and shunned as a kind of apparitions, which 
have no proper concerns in the affairs of mortals. 

The apoftle applied this reafoning againft a conformity 
to abrogated ceremonies. ‘If ye be dead with Chrift 
from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living 
in the world, are ye fubje&t to ordinances ?”’+ ‘The fame 
reafoning is applicable to other things. If we be dead 
with Chrift, why, as though living, are we fubjeét to the 
lufts of the flefh, the luft of the eye, and the pride of life, 
which are of the world? Why are any of us conformed 
to this world ; and not rather transformed by the renew- 
ing of our minds? If we be dead, and our life be hid 
with Chrift in God ; why are not our affedtions fet on 
things above, and not on things on the earth ? We cannot 
but exprefs our concern, that perfons profefling godlinefs 


* Rom. vi. 3—12. Col. ii, 12. + Col. it. 20, 
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fhould be: carried away by, the courfe of this world, as” 
mahy are ; meanly imitating the ungodly, .whofe conduc” 
they ought rather to reprove. Such imitation, fo far a8 
it operates, contains a virtual renunciation of our baptifin. | 
The ideas of baptifm anda feparation from the world, 
whether conneéted by us or not, are ftrongly aflociated 
in the minds of men in general. After this, we cannot § 
unite with them in evil, without drawing upon ourfelves © 
their moft pointed cenfures.. They may labour to feduce 
us. for the fake of comforting themfelves ; and while 
accomplifhing their purpofe may fupprefs their private 
thoughts of us, and even compliment us for our liberality : 
but if we comply, their pretended efteem will be turned _ 
into reproach. ..Nor ought we. to confider this asan evil ; 
but rather as a mercy. God hath hereby feta hedge about 
us, which tends more than a little to preferve us from 
temptations. If any think otherwife, and feel uneafy that 7 
they cannot act like other men, without drawing upom 
themfelves the cenfures of mankind, it is a dark fign that 


* 


their +hearts are not right in the fight of God. 
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Nor is this ordinance adapted merely to feparate be+ § 
tween believers and unbelievers individually confidered % 


its defign is alfo to draw; a line of diftin@ion between 
the kingdom of Chrijt,.and the kingdom of Satan. Whatevet 
may be faid of baptifm.as it is now generally under{tood 
and praétifed, and of the perfonal religion. of- thofe who 
practife it, it was originally appointed to be the boundary 
of vifible Chriftianity. This. is-a principle, which, if pros 
perly atted upon, would go far to prevent the confounding 
of the church and the world ; and which, confequently, 
tends. more. than any thing, of the kind to counteract 
ecclefiattical degeneracy and corruption. Had the Chriftian 
church in all ages admitted none to baptifin, from whome 
foever defcended, but :thofe. who profeffed to repent and 
believe the, gofpel, itis fearcely. conceivable -that any 
others. would have been admitted to the Lord’s fupper ¢ 
and if fo, a ftream of corruption, which has actually} 
deluged it with antichriftianifin, would have been diverted 
at the fpring-head, ‘Uhe church might indeed have been 


corrupted from other caufes, but thefe would have been 
merely accidental. Wypocrites and formalifts might have 
impofed themfelves upon it, as they did in fome degree 
in the apottolic age ; but they would have been intruders. 
Whatever of this kind might have exifted, believers 
could not have been con/titutjonally yoked together with 
“unbelievers. The carnal defcendants of godly people could 
not have.claimed a place in Chrift’s vifible kingdom. ‘The 
church could not have become national, embracing as its 
children all who are born in a chriftianized country, without 
any profeffion of perfonal religion. Princes and nobles, 
if worthy, would have been received into its communion 
as brethren ; but not as rulers or patrons ; and if un- 
worthy, refufed ; even though an expofure to perfecution 
had been the confequence.- But if perfons be admitted to 
baptifm without any profeflion of perfonal religion, or 
upon the profeffion of others on their behalf, their admif- 
fion to. the _Lord’s fupper will in» moft cafes follow as a 
matter of courfe. Indeed it ought to follow : for though 
amongft. evangelical diflenters thefe things are feparated, - 
yet from the beginning it was not fo. Neither fcripture nor 
” the praétice of the ancient churches afford a fingle example 
of a baptized perfon, unlefs his conduct was groisly immor- 
al, being ineligible to communion. And if all who are 
now baptized, be admitted to the: fupper, the line of 
feparation will be broken ; the church will be no longer 
“* a garden enclofed ;”” but an open wildernefs, where 
every beat of prey can range at pleafure. Thus, indeed, 
it was foretold it fhould be. - The writer of the Apocalyple, 
defcribing the corruptions which fhould prevail in the 
_vifible church during the twelve hundred and fixty years 
__ eign of antichrift, reprefents it under the form .of the 
_ outer court of the temple being: /eft out of the meafurement 
as profane, and given to the Gentiles to be trodden. under 
"foot, in like manner as the holy place and holy city had 
_ been trodden.down by the heathen, in the time of 
_ Antiochus. 
As the principle of believers’ baptifin, properly acted 
upon, would prevent the admiflion of all unconyeried 
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characters, except hypocrites and felf-deceivers, fo it 
would have its influence in repelling them. The habits of 
fome hypocritical charaéters, it is true, would render it 
an eafy thing to overleap this boundary ; but it is equally 4 
true, that, to others it would be an effectual bar. ‘There 
are not a few in the religious world who would like well 
to be members of a Chriftian church, efpecially where the 
paftor is a man of refpectability, provided they could be 
admitted without drawing upon themfelves the laugh of 
the irreligious. ‘There is reafon to believe that many 
perfons of genteel connexions, who wifh to be thought 
religious, and whofe confciences approve of believers’ 
baptifm, are withheld by this kind of fhame from offering 
themfelves to- our churches. An ordinance which thus 
operates, poffeffes a mark of its pertaining tothat kingdom 
whichis “ not of this world,”” and into which it is ** hard 
for a rich man to enter.” | Fi 

As the leading idea fuggefted by a death and burial is 
that of /eparation from the world, fo the principal thing 
denoted by a refurrection is°an entrance into a new ftate 
of being. Such is that “ newnefs of life’? of which thé. 
emerfion of the body from the waters of baptifm is a fign, . 
and to which ‘it furnifhes an important motive, ‘The 
religion of Jefus does not confift ih mere negatives. It is 
not enough that we be dead to” the world : we muft be 
alive to God. © With real Chriftians, old things are paffed 
away, and all things are become new. Unlefs our baptifm, 
therefore, be merely a fign, or an unmeaning ceremony; 
our hopes, fears, forrows, joys, companions, principles 
and purfuits are oppofite to“thofe of this world: Evena 
partial return to it is inconfiftent with our baptifmal vows. _ 
if thofe who profefs to be dead'to the world cannot walk 
in the courfe of it, without being confidered and“ fhunned © 
as akind of apparitions ; thofe who are alive from the — 
dead cannot return, without refembling a living character. 
who fhould take up his abode‘in a fepulchre. 

A few general refletions will conclude this epiftle. 

The baptifm of a number of ferious Chriftians is an 
interefting and impreflive fpeCtacle. Often on fuch folemn 
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© Occafions, have we witneffed the. falling tear ; not only 
_ from the parties baptized, and. others immediately con- 
nected with them, but from indifferent {pectators. We 
+ could appeal to the confciences of many ferious Chriftians, 
whether they did not receive their firft convictions of the 
» reality of religion at fuch opportunities?) We could appeal 
_ toall of you, who have been in the habit of attending 
the adminiftration of this ordinance, whether it has not 
frequently furnifhed you with the moft folemn and tender 
reflections? Has not the fight of a number of young 
'. Chriftians, offering themfelves willingly to the Lord, 
touched the fecret {prings of holy fenfibility? Yes; you 
have been reminded by it of your own folemn engage- 
ments, and led to inquire in what manner they have been 
fulfilled. You have remembered the days of your efpoufals, 
when you firft went after your Saviour, asin the wilder- 
nefs, and have been {weetly impelled to renew the folemn 
- furrender.. Nor have your reflections been confined to 
yourfelves : you have confidered thefe new acceflions to 
the church of God. as fupplying the place of others that 
were taken away, and as fulfilling the promile, “ Inftead 
of thy fathers, fhall be thy children.” When a number 
of dear friends and ufeful charaéters, have, one after 
another, been removed by death, you have been ready 
to afk, Who hall fill up their place ; and by whom fhall 
. Jacob arife? But when others of promifing gifts and 
graces have come forward, and yielded up themfelves to 
the Lord in baptifm, they have feemed in a manner to be 
“ baptized for the dead.”’* Thus, when the ranks of an 
army in a befieged city are thinned by repeated engages 
ments, and the hearts of furvivors are ready to faint, a 
reinforcement arrives ; a body of new companions throw 
themfelves in to its relief, and infpire them with new 
vigour, 
Further : If the foregoing remarks be juft, the import. 
4nce of believers’ baptifm muft appear in a very different 
light, from that in which fome have reprefented it. If 
the ordinary acknowledgments of many who live in the 
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neglect of this ordinance, and difapprove of the zeal of 
others who fubmit to it, may be confidered as expreflive 
of their principles; their conduét is not owing to a folid 


conviction, arifing “from impartial inquiry accompanied 4 


with prayer, that it is unfcriptural, or that they have 
already been baptized according to the inftitution of Chrift; 
but to a notion that it is of “ttle or no account. If it be 
of little or no account to bind ourfelves to the Lord, in 
the way of bis own prefcribing ; to confefs his name before 
men ; to avow our being dead to the world, and alive 
to him ; to preferve the church from being conititutionally 
corrupted, and yoked together with unbelievers ; to obey 
his commandments, who faith, “ Repent and be baptized 
every one of you ;’’ and to follow his example, who yielded 
obedience to this inftitute, faying, ‘* Thus it decometh us 
to fulfil all righteoufnefs’—then may this excufe be 
admitted. ‘But if thefe things be important, then is be- 
lievers’ baptifm important; and all attempts to’depreciate 
it are offenfive in the fight of Him, who is the Lord and 
Lawgiver in Zion. | 

Finally, brethren, it becomes us to beware left that 
which is good in itfelf thould, through the corruption of 
our nature, become an occafion of evil. There is perhaps 
no temptation more common among religious people, than 
to think too highly of themfelves on account of their 
advantages. Where fuch a fpirit is cherifhed, baptifm 
may become an idol, and the table of the Lord itfelf a 
fnare. It is more than poflible that. fome may fo value 
themfelves on account of their baptifm, as to make it a 
fubltitute for a life of holinefs and univerfal righteoufnefs: 
I: appears that fome amongft the Corinthians approached 
too near, at leaft, to this fpirit. ‘They had been baptizedj 
— they had eaten and drank at the table of the Lord 
yet they trifled with idolatry, and worldly lufts.. “I 


would not that ye fhould be ignorant (faith Paul) how that 
all our fathers were under the cloud, and all pafled through 
the fea, and were all baptized unto Mofes in the cloud 
and in the fea ; and did all eat the fame fpiritual meaty 
and did all drink the fame fpiritual drink : for they drank 


j 


| 


TS 
of that fpiritual rock which followed them, and that rock 


> was Chrift. But with many of them God was net well 


i __— 


pleafed ; for they were overthrown in the wildernefs 
Thefe things were*our examples—Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he ftandeth, take heed left he fall !’’* As if he 
had faid, ‘ Are you members of a community which hath 
the promifed prefence of Chrift ? Our fathers alfo were 
under the cloud. “Hath God interpofed in your favour ? 
They paféd through the fea, as on dry land, Have you 
been baptized? So were they. They defcended in a body 


_ into the fea ; were ‘buried as it were, by the cloud above 
| them, and the waters on each hand of them ; aad after- 


Wards afcended on the other fide. Have you been 
admitted to the holy fupper ? They alfo ate of that food, 


_ and drank of that ftream, the fpiritual intent of which was 
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much the fame. Yet all this afforded them no fecurity, 
when they provoked the divine jealoufy. Notwithftanding 
thefe privileges, they fell, and were deftroyed of the 
deftroyer. Thefe things are recorded for our admonition.” 
—Of what account then will our baptifm be to us, if, inftead 
of being dead to the world and alive to God, we be the 
reverfe ? Will baptifm fave us? No: it will bear witnefs 
againft us ! . ‘ 
And though we may not fall into fo fatal an-error, as 
to fubftitute baptifm in the place of holinefs, righteoufnefs, 


* and godlinefs ; yet if we cherith a fond conceit of ourfelves, 


magnifying our advantages, to the negle& of a fpirit of 
humble watchfulnefs ; our baptifm, inftead of aiding us, 
will become a fnare. We do not always a&t up to our 
advantages. It is very poflible that Chriftians, who are 
behind us in this particular, may notwithftanding be 
before us in their general character. It were vain and 
foolifh to imagine, that our poffefling the truth in one 
inftance, will fecure us from error in every other ; or that 
our fulfilling this command of Chrift, however important, 
will infure a courfe of univerfal obedience. 

Let us never forget, that however adapted this or that 
Ordinance, form, or mode of church government, may be 


* 1 Cor. x. 
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to promote our fpiritual interefts, yet if we reft in the 
means, they will deccive us ; or rather, we fhall deceive 
ourfelves. [t is the prefence of Chrift only that can keep 
us alive, either as individuals, or as churches. While, 
therefore, we recommend the means which he hath 
prefcribed, we devoutly add, with the apoftle, “The 
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the love of God, and 
- communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!’ 
MET. 
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